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Interview with Mr. Callum Boyagoda of
Princeton Univ’ s Tora Taiko Band

What made you and other members interested in Taiko?

The first Taiko performance | witnessed was during Princeton’s Fall Cultural Festival. | was performing
as a guitarist for an earlier performance, so | got to see them play; when they started, it was such an
enticing performance that | knew | had to join. After learning more about it, | can say that the culture of
the club, the dedication of the members and the sheer scale of some songs is what makes Taiko such
an incredible performance to see live.

You perform very well. Who teaches you and other members how to play?

We have songs in our repertoire that we learn, along with videos and sheet music occasionally,
although it's mostly through kuchishouga; we would voice the hits and subsequently play it. The
leaders rotate who teaches each song.

How often do you meet and practice? How do you improve taiko playing?

We meet twice a week, and if there are performances then we would meet up to Sy .:"
4~5 times in each week. We improve through repetition and using mirrors and sy e

recording to improve form.

Tell us the origin of Tora Taiko at Princeton University.

There was once a lesson on Taiko by an instructor that came to Princeton; the members were so
enthralled by the lessons that they used the drums that the instructor left to form Tora Taiko. Since
then, the group grew, and now we are one of the most popular music performance groups on campus.

How do you choose the pieces to play?

Mostly through gauging the energy of the performance, the energy that we might have to perform (as
some songs are quite physically exhausting), and the environment that we are performing at.
performances that we do range from festival-styles to slow and precise songs
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Interview with Mr. Callum Boyagoda of
Princeton Univ’' s Tora Taiko Band

Do you have any favorite Taiko performers?

Mark H. Rooney is a favorite of mine, he utilizes a lot of different parts of the drums to expand the
soundscape that typically wouldn’t be available to a singular Taiko drum. However, my favorite
performance would be Lion Chant by On Ensemble, their entire group did such a great job conveying
the power and precision of the piece.

How often and where do you perform?
Usually we don’t perform too often, but this semester we have a lot of shows coming up. Triple8
(Princeton’s East Asian dance group), Rutgers University, local conventions, and many more!

How do you tune the drums? What kind of maintenance do they need? What kind of animal skins are
stretched over the ends?

The odaiko drums (made from cowhide) don’t require much maintenance, the hardest job for them is
making sure the surface stays dry. However, due to the price of odaiko drums, we mostly use
makeshift drums made from garbage cans and tape, and as they are much weaker, we must retape

them often. « &
@ . o
s
How many members are there in your group, including alumni? 4

There are a total of 60 members, including alumni. Our club spans from 2011, so there are quite a few
alumni; our current members total to 21.

What is the challenge of performing Taiko?
Mostly form; ensuring small things such as the angle of your torso or the movement of your arms’
during performance is quite a hard thing to do; | personally have a lot to work on in terms of form.

We heard you're studying the Japanese language. What made you interested in Japanese culture?

| grew up watching a lot of food shows on TV, and a large majority of that was on Japanese cuisine.
Learning about Japan through my love of food, which | continued by listening to lots of Japanese
music and watching lots of media. | personally like the attention to small things within the culture.
Before the start of Taiko meetings, we sit in seiza, meditate and then bow in. The respect for the art is
what | especially enjoy. "~ .
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