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Marc Alexandre

Marc is the founder of Ooika Matcha, a specialty
matcha business located in Lawrenceville, New
Jersey. Known for his dedication to preserving
heritage Matcha, Marc has built relationships with
Ooika Matcha award-winning Japanese tea farmers and refiners.

Q. What inspired you to open OOIKA?

I've had wonderful opportunities to spend time
with Japanese tea farmers. Their acceptance of
me, passion for craft, and long lineage is
inspiring! Most exciting is the taste of
exceptional Japanese tea, which has no parallel
or equal in the world of fine foods.

The irony of Matcha becoming more popular
worldwide is that the Japanese tea industry is
struggling. Worse yet, the majority of Matcha in
the marketplace is not from Japan (over 60% of
Matcha sold is from China).

Even authentic Matcha that comes into the USA
from Japan is often quite old, or stale. My hope is
to preserve fine Matcha for future generations,
and to expose the West to how delicious Matcha
can be when it is ground fresh.

Q. Why did you choose the name OOIKA for your
store?

Ooika is, poetically, the aroma of shadows (the
unique, rich aroma “ka” that develops as a result
of the tea plants being shadowed “ooi” before
harvest). It comes from a very specific nori-like
smell of dimethyl sulfide, most present in the
highest caliber of Matcha.

PJA Sponsor
Interview

Q. Tell us about the history, production method,
and cultural significance of OOIKA’s matcha.
Ooika’'s focus is on preserving heritage
techniques - such as hand-picking tea and
rice-straw shading (known as honzu). These
techniques are in immediate danger of being
lost.

These techniques result in flavors and aromas
which cannot be replicated otherwise. | hope to
experience these flavors as | grow old and feel
others should have the opportunity to as well.
Despite this focus on traditional techniques,
Ooika takes a radical approach with Matcha.
Japanese Matcha is always blended, like
blended wine. These blends are harmonious,
and often poetic. However, blends can deter
farmers from pushing their tea-making skills to
the highest levels.

Our approach is more western: focusing
exclusively on single-origin Matcha. Doing this
allows individual farmer’s voices to be heard,
rather than a chorus.




Spotlight

Q. Why did you choose oat milk in your matcha
latte?

A few reasons! Oat-milk is actually very
expensive in comparison to dairy milk. Because
we pick only one milk, we're able to buy in large
enough bulk to make the oat-milk affordable.
This means we do not have the storage space
or ability to “chase two rabbits” with other
varieties of Milk.

Oat-milk has some distinct advantages: to my
palette it is the most neutral and rich (dairy-like)
non-dairy milk. It foams easily which is useful for
hot lattes, unlike almond milk. Most have no
allergies to it. Those who eat dairy will drink oat-
milk, but those who don’t drink dairy wont... of
course, drink dairy!

Interestingly, there are studies that show dairy-
milk inhibits the antioxidant capacity of Matcha
by nearly 30%. And perhaps most importantly is
that | simply do not enjoy cow milk and will not
sell a product | do not myself enjoy.

Q. I've heard that you have a deep love for
Japan. How did that passion begin? And what
led you to fall in love with Matcha?

A wine connoisseur savors his wine over hours.
In contrast, the experience of drinking Matcha is
measured in seconds reflecting life's transience.
There’s beauty in how an entire year of plant
growth, a lifetime of a farmer’s skill, and the
immortal quality of chawan all collapse into a
single, brief moment when drinking Matcha. This
feels like an analogy of life itself, which no other
fine food product can replicate.
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Q. What led you to choose Lawrenceville as
the location for your store?

Lawrenceville is my hometown, and I’d rather
not commute! Lawrenceville was godsend —
the community has been deeply accepting of
us. We’ve had the opportunity to find our
voice here.

Q. Could you share more about other stores
you plan to open in Asakusa and Princeton?
My ambition is to open Ooika spaces in
Tokyo and Princeton — and beyond. No
official announcements yet, but we are
committed to spreading authentic
Japanese Matcha to the world.
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Q. Are you planning to offer matcha classes at PJA’s
community house?

Yes, and hopefully sooner than later! We'll get planning with
the PJA to do this...!

Q. I've heard that PJA members can get a 10% discount on
items at your cafe. Is there an expiration date for this offer?
] This is true! Please feel free to enjoy the discount. We have
| no immediate plans to change or remove the discount.

Q. What's the best way to keep matcha fresh at home?
There is no one answer, but my best advice: keep your
Matcha sealed tightly in a light-proof container in the

. LB
refrigerator. Remove it when you need Matcha and replace
it back in the fridge before moisture will condense.
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We had the pleasure of learning about the traditional tea-making techniques of Japanese
farmers, as well as the freshness, deliciousness, and charm of matcha. On August 2nd, the
store's opening ceremony took place with great energy, and a ribbon-cutting ceremony
was held by the Mayor of Lawrence Township, Ms. Patricia Hendricks. Together with the
attending PJA members, we enjoyed matcha lattes and soft ice cream, refreshing

ourselves in the lively atmosphere. Almost simultaneously with the new store opening,

Ooika became our premium corporate sponsor and generously offered PJA members a

10% discount with no expiration. We sincerely express our gratitude! (Hiroko Geertsma)
(Written by Team Ooika & Hiroko Geertsma
Translated and edited by Team Ooika & Sayuri Metz) 7
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